FEMINIST RESEARCH METHODS
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FALL 2005

Professor: Mona Lena Krook



Course Time: Tuesdays, 1-4 PM

Office: 322 Eliot Hall




Office Hours: Tuesdays, 4-6 PM,

Email: mlkrook@artsci.wustl.edu 



           or by appointment
Course Description

This course explores feminist epistemologies and research methods. We will focus on how feminist scholars challenge dominant theories of knowledge and the major methodologies employed in the social sciences and humanities. We will ask how gender theory and feminist politics shape the kinds of research questions we ask, the types of materials we use, and how we define our relationships with our subjects. To encourage reflection and engagement on feminist methods, students will draft a research proposal to be completed in stages over the course of the semester and will serve as a peer-reviewer on their classmates’ written work.
Course Requirements

This course aims to introduce students to basic concepts and debates in feminist research through three sets of course assignments:

1) Class participation (25%) You are expected to come to class prepared and to participate actively in all class discussions. In addition, you will serve as a peer reviewer of your classmates’ written work. Your comments will be included as part of your grade for the course.
2) Short paper on feminist epistemologies (25%) You will write a five-page paper on some aspect of feminist epistemologies. I will distribute a short list of questions two weeks before the paper is due. Deadline: October 25.
3) Research proposal (50%) You will draft a research proposal in stages over the course of the semester. I will distribute guidelines for the proposal during the second week of class. Deadlines: a research question on September 27, a first section on November 1, a second section on November 22, and the final paper on December 21. 
Required Texts

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland. 2002. Feminist Methodology: Challenges and Choices. Thousand Oaks: Sage.
Shulamit Reinharz. 1992. Feminist Methods in Social Research. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Gottfried, Heidi, ed. 1996. Feminism and Social Change: Bridging Theory and Practice. University of Illinois Press.
Recommended Texts

Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth Potter, eds. Feminist Epistemologies. New York: Routledge.
Sandra Harding, ed. 2004. The Feminist Standpoint Theory Reader: Intellectual and Political Controversies. New York: Routledge.
COURSE SCHEDULE
September 6: Course Introduction 

No assigned reading.

September 13: Introduction to Feminist Research Methods

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “Introduction,” pp. 1-20 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

Sandra Harding, “Introduction: Is There A Feminist Method?” Handout.

Joan Acker, Kate Barry, and Joke Esseveld, “Objectivity and Truth: Problems in Doing Feminist Research,” pp. 60-87 in Gottfried.

FEMINIST EPISTEMOLOGIES
September 20: The Enlightenment, the Scientific Method, and Feminist Research

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “Reason, Science and Progress: Feminism’s Enlightenment Inheritance,” pp. 23-40 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “Can Feminists Tell the Truth? Challenges of Scientific Method,” pp. 41-59 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

Elizabeth Grosz, “Bodies and Knowledge: Feminism and the Crisis of Reason,” pp. 187-216 in Alcoff and Potter.

September 27: Feminist Approaches to Theories of Knowledge 

Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth Potter, “Introduction: When Feminisms Intersect Epistemology,” pp. 1-14 in Alcoff and Potter.

Helen Longino, “Subject, Power, and Knowledge: Description and Prescription in Feminist Philosophies of Science,” pp. 101-120 in Alcoff and Potter.

Uma Narayan, “The Project of Feminist Epistemology: Perspectives from a Nonwestern Feminist,” 213-224 in Harding.

October 4: Feminist Standpoint Theory

Nancy C.M. Hartsock, “The Feminist Standpoint: Developing the Ground for a Specifically Feminist Historical Materialism,” pp. 35-53 in Harding.

Patricia Hill Collins, “Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance of Black Feminist Thought,” pp. 103-126 in Harding.

Sandra Harding, “Rethinking Standpoint Epistemology: What Is ‘Strong Objectivity’?” pp. 127-140 in Harding.

OPTIONAL

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “From True/Reality to Knowledge/Power: Taking a Feminist Standpoint,” pp. 60-79 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

October 11: Essentialism and Intersectionality

Diana Fuss, Essentially Speaking: Feminism, Nature and Difference, pp. 1-37

Jane Roland Martin, “Methodological Essentialism, False Difference, and Other Dangerous Traps,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 19, no. 3: 630-657.

Leslie McCall, “The Complexity of Intersectionality,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 30, no. 3.

Mary Hawkesworth, “Congressional Enactments of Race-Gender: Toward a Theory of Raced-Gendered Institutions,” American Political Science Review 97, no. 4: 529-550.

OPTIONAL

Elizabeth V. Spelman, Inessential Woman: Problems of Exclusion in Feminist Thought, chapters 1-2.

October 18: Postmodern Challenges to (Feminist) Epistemology

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “Escape from Epistemology? The Impact of Postmodern Thought on Feminist Methodology,” pp. 83-104 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

Kathleen Canning, “Feminist History after the Linguistic Turn: Historicizing Discourse and Experience,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 19, no. 2: 368-404.

J. Ann Tickner, “What Is Your Research Program? Some Feminist Answers to International Relations Methodological Questions,” International Studies Quarterly 49: 1-21.

DOING FEMINIST RESEARCH
October 25: Beginning a Feminist Research Project

Caroline Ramazanoğlu with Janet Holland, “Choices and Decisions: Doing A Feminist Research Project,” pp. 145-164 in Ramazanoğlu with Holland.

Toby Epstein Jayaratne and Abigail J. Stewart, “Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in the Social Sciences: Current Feminist Issues and Practical Strategies.” Handout.

Nancy L. Deutsch, “Positionality and the Pen: Reflections on the Process of Becoming a Feminist Researcher and Writer.” Qualitative Inquiry 10, no. 6: 885-902.

November 1: Feminist Interviewing

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Interview Research,” pp. 18-45 in Reinharz.

Amy L. Best, “Doing Race in the Context of Feminist Interviewing: Constructing Whiteness Through Talk,” Qualitative Inquiry 9, no. 6: 895-914.

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Oral History,” pp. 126-144 in Reinharz.

November 8: Feminist Ethnography

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Cross-Cultural Research,” pp. 109-124 in Reinharz.

Kamala Visweswaran, “Histories of Feminist Ethnography,” Annual Review of Anthropology 26: 591-621.

Judith Stacey, “Can There Be a Feminist Ethnography?,” pp. 88-103 in Gottfried.

November 15: Feminist Action Research 

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Action Research,” pp. 175-196 in Reinharz.

Roberta Spalter-Roth and Heidi Hartmann, “Small Happinesses: The Feminist Struggle to Integrate Social Research with Social Activism,” pp. 206-224 in Gottfried.

Verta Taylor, “Feminist Methodology in Social Movements Research,” Qualitative Sociology 21, no. 4: 357-379.

November 22: Feminist Archive and Internet Research

Joan Nestle, “The Will to Remember: The Lesbian Herstory Archives of New York,” Feminist Review 34: 86-94.

Estelle B. Freedman, “ ‘The Burning of Letters Continues’: Elusive Identities and the Historical Construction of Sexuality,” Journal of Women’s History 9, no. 4.

Liesbet van Zoonen, “Feminist Internet Studies,” Feminist Media Studies 1, no. 1: 67-72.

Clare Madge and Henrietta O’Connor, “On-line with E-mums: Exploring the Internet as a Medium for Research,” Area 34, no. 1: 92-102.

November 29: Feminist Text and Content Analysis

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Content Analysis,” pp. 145-163 in Reinharz.

Jennifer A. Schlenker, Sandra L. Caron, and William A. Halteman, “A Feminist Analysis of Seventeen Magazine: Content Analysis from 1945 to 1995,” Sex Roles 38, nos. 1-2: 135-149.

Barbara B. Stern, “Feminist Literary Criticism and the Deconstruction of Ads: A Postmodern View of Advertising and Consumer Responses,” Journal of Consumer Research 19, no. 4: 556-566.

Speer, Susan, “What Can Conversation Analysis Contribute to Feminist Methodology? Putting Reflexivity into Practice,” Discourse & Society 13, no. 6: 783-803.

December 6: Feminist Surveys and Statistical Analyses

Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Survey Research and Other Statistical Research Formats,” pp. 76-94.

Ann Oakley, “Gender, Methodology and People’s Ways of Knowing: Some Problems with Feminism and the Paradigm Debate in Social Science,” Sociology 32, no. 4: 707-731.

Divided among students:

Augusto Lopez-Claros and Saadia Zahidi, “Women’s Empowerment: Measuring the Global Gender Gap,” World Economic Forum. 

Martin D. Schwartz, “Methodological Issues in the Use of Survey Data for Measuirng and Characterizing Violence Against Women,” Violence Against Women 6, no. 8: 815-838.

Mark Tessler, Jodi Nachtwey, and Audra Grant, “Further Tests of the Women and Peace Hypothesis: Evidence from Cross-National Survey Research in the Middle East,” International Studies Quarterly 43: 519-531.

December 13: Original Feminist Methods and Conclusions

Shulamit Reinharz, “Original Feminist Research Methods,” pp. 214-239 in Reinharz.

V. Spike Peterson, A Critical Rewriting of Global Political Economy: Integrating Reproductive, Productive, and Virtual Economies, chapter 1. Handout.
Shulamit Reinharz, “Conclusions,” pp. 240-269 in Reinharz.

FINAL PAPER DUE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21.
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